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“THE EDUCATION OF A ROYAL PRINCESS.”* 
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Accession. 

“ Scarcely had the strain of congratulation which hailed the 
majority of the heiress presumptive ceased to resound 
throughout the country, than it was revived, although in a 
chastened note, to greet the accession of a Maiden Queen. 
At live o’clock in the morning of the 20th of June, 1837, the 
Archbishop of Canterbury arrived at Kensington Palace, to 
announce to the youthful Monarch the melancholy intelligence 
of the decease of her Royal Uncle and predecessor, and was 
immediately admitted to an interview with the Queen and 
the Duchess of Kent, which lasted a considerable time. 
After his Grace’s departure, the first act of the new Sovereign 
was to write an affectionate letter of condolence to her 
widowed Aunt ; which, forgetting in the sympathising emotions 

dire.AT'AA? . her 0wn newl y-acquired dignity, she 

in the h a f ,e /‘ y the 0ueen/ ° n Placing her' letter 
the hands of one of her household officers, it was respect- 

Mly represented to her Majesty, that the Que’en of yesterday 

TccordantwrY '°- day - and that would be more 
molnt her M qUette the letter 50 addressed ; for one 

•he next the naTvPdehcacyTf' h^ ^ ^ 

‘No,’ said she, with a mild fi h WaS P redom,nant > 

■i wish you to ^r;“s!™r ° f the «*»««« p-^ 


x nr, r iK.vr Council. 

“At eleven o’clock thf» ™ • 

in the grand saloon at Ken2n C0 Tf l0rS havin S assembh 
entered the apartment * & n I alace, the new Soverei^ 

Sussex ; and, Seated a ‘; ^ ^ ^ ^ 

' ad the council board, tl 

Irom a Memoir issued -it tt. a 

e ^ ate die Coronation. 


only female present, tookU^ZTT^ 
government of the Kingdom and >W ru J espectln g the 
and afterwards made the fnllrt • • Church of Scotland ; 

a firm, clear, musical vofce '-^ration ffi 
‘“The severe and affltetng Toss 

sustatned by the death of his Majestv m h i '*’ has 

devolved upon me the duty oT ad^rC X h " 

of this empire. This awful resnonsihni *°™™nient 

me so suddeHy, a„ d a . so early a period of my 
should feel myself utterly oppressed by the burden were 
no sustained by the hope that Divine Providence, which has 
called me to this work, will give me strength for the 
performance of it, and that I shall find, in the purity of mv 
intentions, and in my zeal for the public welfare, that support 
and those resources which usually belong to a more mature 
age, and to longer experience. 


‘ ‘I place my firm reliance upon the wisdom of Parliament, 
and upon the loyalty and affection of my people. I esteem it 
also a peculiar advantage that I succeed to a Sovereign 
whose constant regard for the rights and liberties of his 
subjects, and whose desire to promote the amelioration of the 
laws and institutions of the country, have rendered his name 
the object of general attachment and veneration. 

“ ‘ Educated in England under the tender and enlightened 
care of a most affectionate mother, I have learned from my 
infancy to respect and love the constitution of my native 
country. 

“ ‘ It will be my unceasing study to maintain the reformed 
religion as by law established, securing at the same time to 
all the full enjoyment of religious liberty; and I shall steadily 
protect the rights, and promote to the utmost of my power 
the happiness and welfare of all classes ot my subjects. 

“This address, though most probably written by the 
Minister, deserves great credit for its simple and earnest 
beauty. State addresses are generally so unmeaning that it 
is refreshing to meet with an exception. 

“ The whole demeanour of our youthful and lovely Oueen 
on this very striking occasion riveted the attention and 
excited the astonishment of every one present; and vve have 
the concurring testimony of at least half-a-dozen distinguish^ 
members of the council, publicly given, to the grace, t e 
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dignity, the modesty and tenderness for the memory of 
departed uncle and for her beloved mother, which marked 
her every word and action, and modulated her voice durin r 
" — J exciting scene. 


f Vi i c 


First Regal Request. 

“ Her Majesty having thus admirably dispatched her first 
essay in state business, returned to the society of her mother 
and throwing herself into a chair, ruminated for some minutes* 
on the vast change which the mournful event of the mornin 
had made in her situation and present destination. At 
length, addressing herself to the Duchess, she said, ‘I Can 
scarcely believe, mamma, that I am Queen of England, but I 
suppose I really am so, am I not ? ’ ‘ You know, my love, you 
are; you have just left a scene which must have assured you 
of it.’ ‘And in time,’ replied her Majesty, ‘I shall become 
accustomed to my change of character; meanwhile, since it 
is_ really so, and you see in your little daughter the sovereign 
of this great country, will you grant her the first request she 
has had occasion in her regal capacity to put to you ? T wish 
my dear mamma, to be left for two hours alone ’ The 

~edbvh 0Ur5e ' C °T ed Wkh this -o earned 

pressed by her august daughter and sovereign • but it is an 

:r:r,h nary fact ’ ,hat the ° f »«• •<==«. & «ivss 

object to b e a ?eft al S ° llCltude had ever suffered its interesting 

a minute : a * one » since that day 

taking refuge J some time^'occasTontlV T 1°“"? 9“^" 

Si:, rut s boudoir ' a, °- 


1 lHE Proclamation. 

also the anniversarv of' by a CUr ' ous coincidence was 

Alexandrina -Victoria was 6 at Kr ,° f Vlttoria > her Majesty 

metropolis, Queen of the TTni^a Y P roc,aim ed in the 
and Ireland, Defender of tb /A ngd ° ms ° f Great Britain 

been made for the ceremony earlv'^'u Pre P arations having 
accompanied in her own carri^ Y tbe mornin g» the Queen, 
preceded by her suite in two y ber ro y a ^ mother, and 

0 clock at St. James’s Palace° ^ n arHved a little before ten 

1 e whole road the most * ff S 6 cava fo adfe passed along 

' affectl unate demonstrations of 


attachment and loyalty were offered to her Majesty by the 
assembled crowds ; and as it approached St. James s t£e 
multitude poured fourth a continuous cry of ‘ Long live he 

Q "T~ul bleSS OUr yOUthful Q**®, long may She live" 
Although her Majesty looked tolerably well, her cheek; were 

not tinted with their usual bloom, and her countenance 
presented an expression of anxiety and grief, without 
however, bearing the slightest evidence of that excitement 
which might naturally have been expected. Precisely at ten 
o’clock the band struck up the national anthem ; the Park 
and Tower guns fired a double royal salute, and the Queen, 
led by the Marquis of Lansdowne, president of the council, 
came forward to an opened window, looking upon the great 
court of the palace. Her Majesty, completely overcome by her 
affecting situation, in conjunction with the eventful occurrences 
of the preceding day, the instant the first fervent shout of 


gratulation from her assembled subjects pressed upon her 
ear, burst into tears; and notwithstanding her earnest 
endeavours to restrain them, they continued to flow in 
torrents down her now pallid cheeks until she retired from 
the window ; her Majesty nevertheless curtsied many times 
in acknowledgment of her grateful sense of the devotion of 
her people. She was dressed in deep mourning, with a small 
black bonnet which did not the least impede the view of her 
countenance beneath it. The Duchess of Kent was also 
deeply affected, and watched every movement of her illustrious 
daughter with intense anxiety and interest. 


The Duchess of Northumberland’s Audiences. 

“ Her Majesty, who cherished a fond attachment for her 
noble governess, was naturally desirous to see her immediately 
after her accession ; and accordingly appointed the very next 
day for her Grace’s audience. It was represented to the 
Queen by the state attendants, that so great a change having 
taken place between the relative positions of the Sovereign 
and her noblest subjects, her Majesty should receive the 
Duchess seated, and with the dignity becoming the Queen of 
this great empire, in bestowing a mark of especial favour 
upon a lady of her court. Her Majesty reluctantly assented, 
and seated herself in due form in the chair of state, but no 
sooner was the door thrown open, and the Duchess of 
Northumberland announced, than all recollection of the regal 
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the overflowing affections of her heart- 
to meet the Duchess* 


dignity was lost in 
and spontaneously rising, she ran 

threw her arms round her neck, and kissed her with all the 
frankness and warmth which her amiable nature prompted. 

“On a more recent occasion, when the Duchess returned 
last winter from her annual residence at Alnwick Castle, the 
Queen desired that if her Grace called to leave her card 
announcing her arrival in town, she should be requested to 
alight, as her Majesty wished to see her. The Duchess did 
call just as the royal party were about to mount their horses 
for their accustomed airing, and it was particularly requested 
by those around the Queen, that she would not suffer her 
Grace’s presence to interfere with her salutary exercise ; her 
Majesty gave no heed to these intreaties, but desired that her 
horses might be dismissed, and the Duchess immediately 
ushered in. The Queen received her with her usual hearty 
embrace, and then turning to the attendants present, said 
\ou may all retire; and recollect I must not be interrupted 
until I summon you; her Majesty thus enjoyed a delightful 
private chat with her beloved friend for upwards of two hours. 

Punctuality. 

“On one occasion, shortly after her Majesty’s accession 
she commanded her ladies in waiting to attend upon her at’ 

he u r c «o n t g h Exhibr t ce at f a rr hour ’ in urd - 

wts asusua“ at ^ 

suite did not arriveuntil ten mt f ?*’ ^ ° f the 

taking out her watch, calmly remlrLV^Thlv 8 ' f ^ ^ 
my dear lady, ten minutes for ’ • a 6 been waitin g> 

circumstance will not occur atram^ amVa1, 1 trUst such a 
utmost importance to and must “ e ■“ ^ ^ 

my palace.’ Theladv u. be a rulln g" principle in 

negligence and its naturaAr^ C ° n *' used b y her unintentional 
agitation of the moment arra on ^ e ff Uence > could not in the 
which her Majesty observintr^T ShaWl l ° her satisf action, 

shoulder, saying, with one of A ° placed it upon her 

all understand our duties ‘ W * ^ 

'•Her Majesty^ 

for these defects, which everv d av U nexperien ced, makes up 
natural acuteness and an anvir. ^ must ter >d to diminish, by 

ous desi re to perform the great 


functions of the state for the benpfh ITT 
Prime Minister, who is kent ri„ A he people - The 

said occasionallv to declare thatV ^ m ° fficial duties . is 
Kings to manage than one Oueen fc r Z t ^ 

A d for ^ 

no. (infrequently ends her imerr^^by “1 

ieast uniii she L 

“His lordship on one occasion having submitted some act 
of government for her Majesty’s approval, was proceeding to 
urge the expediency of the measure, when he was stopped 
short by the Queen, who observed with firmness, ‘I have been 
taught, my Lord, to judge between what is right and what is 
wrong, but expediency is a word I neither wish to hear nor 
to understand.’ 

Economy of Time. 

“ The Queen is an early riser, and is generally occupied for 
a couple of hours before breakfast in looking over state 
papers, or in other affairs relating to the government of the 
country, having first fortified her mind by prayer, and by the 
attentive and devout perusal of a portion of Scripture, which 
she invariably reads every morning in the privacy of her 
dressing-room. At ten, the breakfast hour, one of the 
attendants is desired to request the company of her dear 
mamma, who, be it observed, makes it a rule never to enter 
the royal presence without an especial summons. Then 
comes, perhaps, the most agreeable portion of the day, the 
social breakfast ; almost the only opportunity her Majesty 
now enjoys of unrestrained intercourse with her beloved 
parent ; the conversation always turns on some topic interesting 
alike to mother and child, on politics — never; sometimes the 
Queen is benefited by the Duchess s judicious remarks on the 
literary productions of the day, for her Royal Highness reads 
much, and with great discrimination. At about twelve 
o’clock the ministers are admitted to audiences, and her 
Majesty is now for many hours involved in a vortex of state 
business, sufficient of itself to turn so young a brain, were it 
not that she happily possesses a firmness of temperament 
and clearness of intellect, by which she is enabled to smoot 1 
many difficulties that might otherwise overwhelm her. in 
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the afternoon she takes an airing either in an open carriage 
or on horseback, whenever the weather is favourable and h er 
indispensable engagements will in any way permit; but it is 
the subject of general remark, how very little time is allotted 
by the Queen for those light and graceful occupations so 
suited to her years, and so agreeable to her tastes. Yet her 
Majesty is observed to make use of every minute of the day 
and to turn the briefest period of leisure to good account. 
Hers is not a mind to be for an instant idle. The moment a 
series of state duties have been dispatched, the book or the 
drawing is resorted to ; or perhaps there is only time, that is 
to say, a very few minutes, which are always sufficient to 
prepare for a ride or a walk, as a few more invariably suffice 
for the demands of the toilette on the return to dinner; and 
even during the short time that her hair is dressing, she 
employs one of her ladies in reading to her, whilst she takes 
advantage of the opportunity to shut her eyes, thus giving 
them a little respite from their continual fatigue. In the 
evening her Majesty’s recreation is complete ; it is generally 
spent, whether at the theatres or at home, in the society of 
her mother and the enjoyment of music, of which she is 
enthusiastically fond ; but with a maidenly modesty highly 
commendable, her Majesty never sings when any gentlemen, 
ot er than those of the immediate household, are present. 






Oaeen iTr? ^ ^ Ma J est y’ s affectionate attention t 
0«u"ed :'T h e ort an t f ° f the of her disposi.io, 

passion ately fond of fl n me ^ Q ueen dowager 1 

at Windsor, she planted^’ ^ ^ durin & her residenc 
those beautiful uard S ° me Vlolets of a particular kind i 
It was during Oueen th& Castle > called the slopeJ 

week, that thefts hi 8 Vi&it t0 Wind ^ in the Easte 
as her Majesty was i f °° med for the first time ; and as sooi 
and sent them off ", ° Imed tt, she gathered a handful 
requesting Queen AdelJiH^^ 85 - t0 Marlborou g h House 
flowers which she herself ha d° j 6Ce ^ ve tbe ^ rs t offering of th< 
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holiday paper. 

the story of the dreadful GRIFFIN 

By Michael Fairless. 

My dear Children— i arr , 

breathless story for your holiday treat^ It ‘1! Z™ “ reaUy 
w,th the moral, because everyone win vi ^ t0 be S in 
read one at the end, and as tvL , . b to ° exhausted to 

really matters, it is mporta„t to “ “ ‘ he 0n,y 'ha. 

We will, therefore. £**£.**■ 

If we fly a. all, to fly U g Z ^ ^ ~ 

lo be extremely polite. 

Aii t , ° b< ^', n d cUld g ra t e f u l to cats and all other animals 
All the trouble arose one day when the Princes, (th«e t 

always a Princess in a fairy tale, you know) was playing 
m the garden with her ball. She threw 1, up in the ah much 
tg er than usual and it never came down again. There was 
an awful shriek, like ten thousand steam-engines; all the 
adies-in-waiting fainted in a row, the inhabitants of the place 
went stone-deaf, and the Captain of the Guard, who was in 
attendance with a company of his troops, seized the Princess, 
put her on his horse, galloped away followed by his soldiers 
to a castle on the top of a hill, deposited the Princess in the 
highest room, and then and only then told her what had 
happened. 

Miss, he said, for he was so upset he forgot Court 
etiquette, “ Miss, your ball must have hit the Dreadful Griffin 
in the eye (I noticed he was taking a little fly in the neighbour- 
hood), and that was the reason of the awful shriek. Well, 
Miss, the Dreadful Griffin never was known to forgive any- 
body anything, so I snatched you up quick before he could 
get at you and brought you to the Castle of the White Cats. 
Ihere are seventeen of these animals sitting outside the door 
and twenty-seven more standing in the court-yard, so you’re 
as safe as safe can be, for the Dreadful Griffin can’t look at a 
white cat without getting the ague and then he shakes so 
a mouse wouldn’t be afraid of him. And now, Miss, I must 
go back to your Royal Pa, so I will wish you good-morning. 

Having made this long speech the Captain suddenly 
remembered the Court etiquette, became very hot and red, 
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